
Tiziana Ventimiglia, our General Counsel (GC), is new to Rice Associates (RA) 
having joined only in March of this year. She is getting to know RA’s profes-
sionals and very recently sat down with Obadyah Foord, LS, CMS –LiDAR, the 
Regional Director of our Richmond office. He is a Licensed Surveyor and a 
Certified Mapping Scientist in LiDAR. 

GC: When I think of a land surveyor, I think of tripods, levels and theodolites. 
I am not seeing much of that in your office. What surveying tools do you use 
in your day to day activities? 

Obadyah Foord: Our arsenal of surveying tools has grown in number.  The 
tripods, levels, and total stations are still in the inventory, but have been 
surrounded by a number of other tools and may be obscured by the high tech 
tools.  We are adopting more and more pieces of remote sensing equipment 
to accommodate the needs of our geospatial projects: we are using handheld 
scanners to scan inside vaults and small confined spaces; we are using tripod 

based static scanners to survey a huge variety of projects; 
we are deploying mobile LiDAR on a variety of on and off 

road projects; we are performing aerial photogram-
metry on a host of public and private sector projects.  
A majority of our aerial projects include aerial LiDAR 

acquisition, which has great added value benefits 
for terrain coverage and quality assurance.

GC:  I got an email a couple of months ago about 
your new certification, can you tell me more about 

it?   

Obadyah Foord: I was certified as a Mapping Scientist 
in LiDAR in April of this year. This designation is a recent expansion of the 
certification program by the American Society for Photogrammetry and Re-
mote Sensing (ASPRS) which is fully accredited by the Council of Scientific and 
Engineering Specialty Boards (CESB). They have been operating an accredited 
certification program since 1975, which has been recognized and often re-
quired by many federal, state, and local agencies when hiring a firm to provide 
photogrammetry and remote sensing services. So far there are only 10 profes-
sionals certified as CMS, LiDAR in the country and I am proud of being one of 
them. Additionally, based on ASPRS’ website, so far I appear to be the only one 
certified in Virginia.

GC: How do you see this advanced technology being applied to provide 
solutions for our clients? 

Obadyah Foord: We partner with clients to assist them 
in successful project completion by providing them 
with current and accurate site information to fa-
cilitate their decision making processes. Our ex-
perience in using these geospatial technologies 
allows us to evaluate a projects’ logistics and 
the clients’ needs in using different products. 
Then we present the client with a solution 
tailored to fit their schedule, budget, project 
requirements, and overall needs. 

GC: How is RA leading the way in surveying? 

Obadyah Foord: Rice Associates is among the larg-
est and most technologically advanced surveying firms not 
attached to an offering of engineering and architectural services. We strive 
to tailor our geospatial services to fit the needs of each project and client. 
Quality, responsiveness, and customer service are at the forefront of our 
thought processes. The combination of our technology and our people, I 
believe, set us apart from many others.

About Obadyah Foord, LS, CMS –LiDAR – Obadyah 
“Ob” Foord joined RA in 1999. He has progressed 
from CADD Technician and Instrument Operator 
to Operations Manager, Project Surveyor, and now 
Regional Director in the Richmond office. With 18 
years of experience in a wide variety of projects, Ob 
is an expert in conventional surveying, aerial map-
ping, bridge situation surveys, boundary surveys and 
GIS related surveys. Factory trained in the use of the 

Leica P20 ScanStation and Pegasus Mobile mapping systems, he has extensive 
experience in processing terrestrial static and mobile LiDAR data in addition to 
airborne LiDAR data. He has worked on federal, state, and municipal projects 
throughout the Mid-Atlantic Region and has served in various technical capaci-
ties on many of the firm’s major VDOT highway, roadway, and bridge projects. 

Rice Associates, Inc. is a geospatial services firm providing in-house photo-
grammetry, mobile, airborne and terrestrial LiDAR scanning, building 
information modeling, conventional surveying and subsurface utility 
engineering. The Virginia based firm was founded in 1986 (SWaM 
Certified #8406S) and is headquartered in 
Manassas with two additional offices 
in Richmond and Virginia Beach.
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